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Call for Expressions of Interest from 
Researchers to Conduct Study on Land Restitution and Transitional 

Justice in Yemen 
 
Deadline for responses: 7 June 2014 
 
About the Project: 

Land has been a central component to the ongoing conflict and power struggles throughout 
Yemen. These issues emerge from a lack of a transparent land registry, conflicting systems of 
tenure, tribal claims, land grabbing and corruption.Reaching national reconciliation requires 
redress of the land disputes identified in the National Dialogue. The transitional-justice (TJ) 
processes in Yemen are at a critical juncture in development and implementation. The 
Transitional Justice Law correlates positively with international human rights obligations, 
including provisions for compensation and restitution of property (Article 7.C).  However, despite 
these provisions, TJ processes generally, including the present process in Yemen, tend to lack 
adequate attention to economic, social and cultural rights and lack sufficient precedents for 
operationalizing these rights. 
 
HIC-HLRN has sought support from the U.S. Institute for Peace and Berghof Foundation for a 
project that applies the relevant, binding and emerging international norms for land restitution in 
TJ. Under the project, a local team will combine a desk study and field research focused on 
three provinces: al-Hudayda (west), Lahj (south) and Sa’da (north), applying internationally 
recognized human rights and reparations standards in consultation with affected communities in 
these three provinces. The project will adapt and apply impact assessments using HLRN’s 
methodology to quantify costs, losses and damages of dispossession and displacement within 
Principles on housing and property restitution for refugees and displaced persons (Pinheiro 
Principles, E/CN.4/Sub.2/2005/17), UN Basic Principles and Guidelines on Development-based 
Displacement and Eviction (A/HRC/4/18) and Basic Principles and Guidelines on the Right to a 
Remedy and Reparation for Victims of Gross Violations of International Human Rights Law and 
Serious Violations of International Humanitarian Law(reparations framework) (A/RES/60/147).  
 
The project team will hold consultations structured along these norms with relevant 
stakeholders, polling their experiences with land- and property-relatedissues in the country. The 
research also includes compiling applicable norms and good practices at fulfilling ESC rights 
into TJ/national reconciliation processes; vetting findings with stakeholders and experts, 
publishing them (Arabic and English) and disseminating them through HLRN Land Forum and 
other channels.  
 
About the Researchers: 

In this context, HIC-HLRN seeks 3 researchers (1 lead researcher, 2 assistants) responding to 
this Call for Expression of Interest to propose to carry out in-country research. The duration of 
the research project will be 10 months, beginning August 2014. Please note that these is 
positions are for Yemeni nationals, currently residing in Yemen. HIC-HLRN will consider gender 



balance and diversity criteria when selecting the research team. Women and minorities are 
encouraged to apply.  
 
Qualifications:  

 Demonstrated experience in field research, specifically data collection and analysis; 

 Extensive knowledge and understanding of ongoing transitional justice processes in 
Yemen;  

 Excellent writing skills in Arabic; English is not required, but will be considered an asset; 

 Ability to deal with multiple and diverse stakeholders (e.g., communities, officials, 
victims, legal practitioners, civil society);   

 Experience using human rights norms and methods is preferable, particularly economic, 
social and cultural rights;  

 Experience with data collection software is considered an asset. 
 
 
Please send acurrent CV and statement regarding your experience in this issue by 7 
June 2014 to: hic-mena@hic-mena.org with “Yemen Land Remedies” in the subject line. 
Any submission after this date will not be considered.  
 
 

About HIC-HLRN Middle East/North Africa Program 

The Middle East/North Africa regional program of Habitat International Coalition’s Housing and 
Land Rights Network meets the need for more-effective civil society participation in public affairs 
by applying the criteria and methodology of human rights and corresponding state obligations as 
a defining framework for civil discourse. The ultimate objective of HLRN’s program is to develop 
civil society actors’ knowledge and capacity to address complex policy issues related to the 
most-vital public resources with a degree of competence that enables effective and direct 
engagement with decision makers at all levels. 
 
HLRN’s MENA program supports diverse Member efforts and approaches to uphold housing 
and land rights, ranging from monitoring treaty compliance, to popular and legal initiatives to 
posing alternatives to the privatization of public and environmental goods and services, which 
affects housing and land rights. The program activities promote adequate housing, urban 
planning, land and water management as public goods; land as related to food sovereignty; as 
well as all relevant traditional methods, moral principles and other culturally specific devices for 
guiding the equitable administration of land and natural resources consistent with human rights.  
 
The MENA region is exceptionally suitable as a focus for this approach, with its conspicuous 
features of foreign occupation, land grabbing and scarcity of water, which affect livelihoods. 
Meanwhile, the region’s need for good governance in the housing sphere and land 
administration, the lack of local self-government and people’s sovereignty, in general, impede 
the culture of citizenship as a basis for equal rights and responsibilities. 
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